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Wisconsin Supreme Court Orders New Legislative Boundaries for 2024 
Election 

by Peter Kammer, WRMCA Governmental Affairs 
 
 Days before Christmas, the liberal-controlled Wisconsin Supreme Court overturned 

Republican-drawn legislative maps and ordered that new district boundaries lines be 

drawn as Democrats had urged in a redistricting case they hope will weaken Republican 

majorities.  The ruling comes less than a year before the 2024 election.  In presidential 

elections Wisconsin is a battleground state where four of the six past elections have been 

decided by less than 23,000 votes.  In the state legislature Republicans have built large 

majorities under the current maps.   

 

 The court ruled 4-3 in favor of Democrats who argued that the legislative maps are 

unconstitutional because districts drawn are not contiguous. The court said it would  

proceed with adopting remedial maps in time for the 2024 election unless the Republican 

controlled Legislature can pass maps that Democratic Gov. Tony Evers will sign.  Several 

weeks ago Republicans produced a new plan to redrawn legislative maps that was  

rejected by Governor Evers, so most observers expect the court to draw the maps with the 

assistance of consultants.  The court set a deadline of January 12 for parties to submit 

new maps.  It also appointed court consultants.  The consultants will file a written report 

by February 1 evaluating the map submissions. 

 

 The lawsuit was filed a day after the court's majority flipped to 4-3 liberal control in 

August.  That's when Justice Janet Protasiewicz joined the court after her April election  

victory.  Protasiewicz called the GOP-drawn maps "rigged" during her campaign, leading  

Republicans to threaten to impeach her before she had even heard a case.  She sided with 

liberal justices in striking down the current maps.  Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, who had 

threatened impeachment the loudest, backed off after the ruling and said impeachment is 

unlikely.  The State elections commission has said maps must be in place by March 15 if 

new districts are to be in play for the 2024 election. 

 

 Republicans currently have a 22-11 majority in the Senate and a 64-35 majority in 

the Assembly under the current GOP drawn maps.  Republicans will now have to convince 

the US Supreme Court to intervene in the dispute.  Speaker Vos said the U.S. Supreme 

Court would have the "last word" in the matter, suggesting he plans to ask the nation's 

highest court to reconsider the state Supreme Court's decision.  Under U.S. Supreme Court 

rules, four of the nine justices must vote to accept the case. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
WRMCA 2024 Technical Workshop  
 

The 2024 WRMCA Technical Workshop will be held January 18th-19th at the Kalahari Resort in 

Wisconsin Dells. The workshop will begin with lunch on Thursday afternoon followed by sessions, 

a We’re Partners reception, and dinner. The workshop will conclude midday on Friday.   

 

To book a room, click here.  Download registration here.  Please contact Cherish at 

cschwenn@wirmca.com for more information.  
 

WRMCA 2024 OES Workshop 
 

The 2024 WRMCA OES Workshop will be held February 29th-March 1st at the Kalahari Resort in 

Wisconsin Dells.   Reservations can be made by contacting the Kalahari Resort at 877.253.5466, 

ask for the WRMCA $160 room rate available February 28th-March 1st, or go to  

https://book.passkey.com/e/50688967. 

Thursday, February 29th   

9:30am – Welcome  
 

9:35am – The Elephants in the Room: Core principles 

effecting safety that are often unspoken – George 

Gruetzmacher, WisCon  

 

10:30am – Highwall Safety, Blasting Safety, Danger 

of Abandoned Mines – David Vriezen, DSPS  

 

11:15am – MSHA Current Top 10 Violations and Fatal 

Gram Review – Christopher Hensler, MSHA   

 

12:00pm – Lunch  

 

12:45pm – Benefits of a Safety Program Including a 

LSM Component – Jake Pedersen, USI   

 

1:45pm – Infectious Disease: It’s Been Here and Isn’t 

Going Away – George Gruetzmacher, WisCon  

 

2:15pm – How to Eliminate Fine & Fees with the New 

MSHA Silica Rule – Margaret Lopez, Lawyer Ogletree 

Deakins  

 

3:15pm – Break  

 

3:30pm – What to do When a Government Compli-

ance Officer Arrives at Your Plant  – Mark Abraham-

son, HNI Risk Services  

 

4:30pm – Happy Hour at the Bowling Alley Bar  

  

Friday, March 1st   

7:30am – Breakfast  

 

8:30am – Mental Wellness & Suicide  

Prevention – Shannon Seefeldt, AON  

 

9:30am – Environmental Update: WOTUS 

Changes, CPO Permit Changes – Josh  

Davenport, KPRG  

 

10:00am – Federal Government Affairs  

Update – Andrew Tyrell, NRMCA  

 

11:15am – Panel: Employee Retention, What 

Works – Joe Hein, Northern Lakes Concrete, 

Chad Kaster, Acuity Insurance & Cassie 

Krause, Carew Concrete & Supply  

 

12:30pm – Workshop Concludes  

  

https://wirmca.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe02c5d604a354d3dee3837f9&id=85a72a775f&e=348df8b3fa
https://wirmca.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe02c5d604a354d3dee3837f9&id=7446f8f788&e=348df8b3fa
mailto:cschwenn@wrmca.com
https://book.passkey.com/e/50688967
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WRMCA Concrete Field Testing Certification 
 

WRMCA is hosting an ACI Concrete Testing Technician - Grade 1 Program on Thursday, February 

8th at the Hyatt Place Milwaukee West, 11777 West Silver Spring Drive, Milwaukee.  

  

• Class Instruction 7:30am to 10:30am  

• Written Exam 11:00am to 12:00pm  

• Lunch 11:30am 

• 12:00pm Travel to Field Testing Location: Riv/Crete, 12005 W Hampton Ave, Milwaukee 

• Performance exam begins at 12:30pm 

 

The cost for WRMCA members is $500.  Classes are limited to 30 people.  To register for any of 

the ACI classes, go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G2W682V   

 

The training course offers instruction in the fundamentals of concrete testing procedures.   

Emphasis is placed upon practical information and skills which will help quality-control and  

testing personnel do their jobs more efficiently to ensure consistent, quality concrete, and  

reliable test results.  ASTM C94 requires anyone testing concrete in the field to be certified 

through ACI. Testing includes a classroom session followed by a field test session.   

 

If you carry a current ACI, Concrete Field Testing Technician –Grade 1 certification, please be an 

examiner for the 2023 classes.   To help, please contact Kim at knovak@wirmca.com.  

 

Additional ACI Grade 1 Dates are: 

• March 21st - Eagle River (please note the class is limited to 20) 

• April 11th - Green Bay 

• May 16th - Fond du Lac 

• June 6th - Madison 

 

WRMCA ACI Concrete Flatwork Certification 
 

WRMCA will be hosting an ACI Concrete Flatwork Certification on January 31st at the Sleep Inn in 

Eau Claire.   To register, go to https://wirmca.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ACI-Flatwork-

R5-1-31-24.pdf.  Contact Cherish at cschwenn@wirmca.com with any questions. 

 

Save the Date WRMCA 2024 Mixer Driver Championship  
 

We are excited to announce that the Wisconsin Ready Mixed Concrete Association will be holding 

its first ever Mixer Driver Championship on Saturday, August 3rd at the Timber Rattlers Stadium 

in Appleton.  Sponsorship information will be sent soon.  If you are interested in joining the driver 

championship committee, please contact Cherish at cschwenn@wirmca.com. 

ASSOCIATION NEWS 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G2W682V
mailto:knovak@wirmca.com
https://wirmca.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ACI-Flatwork-R5-1-31-24.pdf
https://wirmca.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ACI-Flatwork-R5-1-31-24.pdf
mailto:cschwenn@thekammergroup.com
mailto:cschwenn@wrmca.com
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
WRMCA 14th Annual Pheasant Hunt 
 

The 14th Annual WRMCA Pheasant Hunt held on December 6th was a success with 12 teams 

participating in the event. A special thanks to Pheasants@Large and Dan Large for hosting the 

event. Thank you to the event sponsors: Carew Concrete & Supply, Forta, FRC, GeoTest, MCC, 

Premiere Concrete Admixtures, Riv/Crete Ready Mix, Schmitz Ready Mix, Sika Corporation, St. 

Mary's Terracon, Wingra Redi-Mix, and Zignego Ready Mix. Congratulations to the winning team 

consisting of Chris Clifton, Rod Clifton, Lee Ollendorf, Chris Wittler, Jim Mravec of Premiere  

Admixtures and Dennis Cook of Sun Prairie Concrete. 
 

OES Annual Safety Awards 2023 
  

The WRMCA OES Committee is pleased to again announce the annual safety award contest. 

Please fill out the information for each of your individual operations.  All information will be kept 

confidential and destroyed upon verification of the safety award presentation.  

 

The safety award program is established to recognize those individual plant locations that have 

exceptional safety records. All plants that achieve a record (based on frequency and severity 

rates) below the industry average will receive a certificate of recognition at the WRMCA annual 

convention. The plant that has the best record within the nomination category will receive a 

plaque. 

 

 “Best in Class” winners will be announced, and plaques will be awarded at the Annual OES 

Workshop.  Please return the nominations to knovak@wirmca.com by February 15th.   
 

WRMCA Website Advertising  
 

The WRMCA is offering an opportunity for the first half of 2024 for members to advertise their 

company on the WRMCA website.  A rotating 1455 x 180px ad will run on the site during a  

6-month period of time.  The cost to place an ad is $250.  If you are interested in placing a  

banner ad, please sign up by contacting cschwenn@wirmca.com  by January 26th.     
 

Save the Date - 2024 Scholarship Golf Outing 

  

Registration will be begin on Wednesday, June 12th at 10:30am 

at Wild Rock located at 856 Canyon Road, Wisconsin Dells,  

Wisconsin.   

 

Lunch will be available at 11:00am.  The tournament format  

will be best ball.  The golf outing will conclude with a reception, 

dinner, and raffle. 

 

A brochure with formal registration and details to follow.  For questions, please contact Kim at  

knovak@wirmca.com. 

mailto:knovak@wirmca.com
mailto:cschwenn@wirmca.com
mailto:knovak@wrmca.com
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WRMCA SPONSORED WEBINAR 
Meta’s Road to Net Zero: How Artificial Intelligence Can Be Leveraged 
by Project Teams to Scale Use of Low Carbon Concrete 
 

Date: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 

Time: Noon – 1:00pm  

Cost: Free 

Credits: 1 AIA CES LU or 1 PDH 

Presenter: Ryan Cialdella  

 

Description: Concrete is the most widely used engineered material globally. Cement in concrete 

accounts for ~8% of global carbon emissions. There is widespread interest in quickly identifying 

innovative low-carbon concrete formulae (e.g., by reducing cement or substituting with  

low-carbon alternatives) without compromises to engineering performance.  

 

Under Meta's 2030 Net Zero Commitment, we are exploring options to reduce emissions from 

concrete as it is the primary contributor to emissions from data center construction. This  

presentation shows how we (Ozinga Ready Mix) leveraged Artificial Intelligence (AI) to identify low

-carbon concrete mixes which we refined via lab and field tests and ultimately used at scale in a 

data center application in DeKalb, Illinois. 

 

Registration Link: https://cvent.me/oXNbBD 

 

Save the Date for Additional Free WRMCA Sponsored Webinars 
 

Promotion Topics: 

• March 13th– Concrete Innovations – Pathways for Reducing Concrete Carbon Footprint 

• May 8th – History of Concrete – How it Started 

• July 10th – Construction Tolerances for the Contractors Side 

• September 11th – FF/FL – How Can Contractors Plan for Better Performance 

• November 13th – Recycled Aggregates in Concrete 

 

Sustainable Topics: 

• April 17th – Change is Constant, Concrete is Forever 

• June 12th – Safe Rooms, Hardened Buildings for Storm  

Mitigation with FEMA 

• August 21st – Healthy Buildings 

• October 16th – Electric Vehicles & Parking Structures 

https://cvent.me/oXNbBD
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WRMCA ANNUAL CONVENTION 
WRMCA/IRMCA Annual Convention 
March 5-7, 2023 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point 

Bonita Springs, FL 

 

The Annual Convention will begin with a reception on 

Tuesday, March 5th and conclude with dinner on  

Thursday, March 7th.  Topics include Crisis  

Communication, Colloidal Silica Update, 3D Printing, 

Economic Update, and Market Trends.  There will be an 

optional boat ride on Wednesday afternoon and  

optional golf on Thursday afternoon. 

 

Sponsorships are available for breakfast, dinner, reception, and the boat ride.  Sponsors will be 

recognized on registration materials, website, social media, and onsite. Thank you for your  

consideration! 
 

HOTEL INFORMATION 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point - https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/florida/hyatt-place-coconut-

point/napzc. 

 

Reservations: $399/night for King/2 Queens (includes $10 resort fee)  

To make a reservation, click on this link https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/

NAPRN/G-CWRM or call the hotel at 239-390-4335 and reference the WRMCA/IRMCA 

meeting. The room block is available March 6th-10th.  

 

Create memories that will last a lifetime at this award-winning tropical resort near Naples, Florida. 

Enjoy exclusive access to five water slides, four refreshing pools, a lazy river, and a secluded  

private island. This Southwest Florida resort in Bonita Springs offers endless excitement in a 

beautiful setting.    
 

 

 

 

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/florida/hyatt-place-coconut-point/napzc
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/florida/hyatt-place-coconut-point/napzc
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/NAPRN/G-CWRM
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/NAPRN/G-CWRM
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NRMCA Seeks Nominations for 2024 
Concrete Innovations Awards 
 

NRMCA, through its Build with Strength and Pave 

Ahead initiatives, is seeking nominations for the 

2024 Concrete Innovations Awards. The award 

program recognizes outstanding achievement in 

concrete design and construction. Innovative  

projects are awarded for outstanding performance while lowering environmental impacts, includ-

ing embodied and operational carbon footprint. 

  

Buildings and infrastructure projects substantially designed and built using concrete in the  

United States in the last five years are eligible. Projects must demonstrate improved perfor-

mance and sustainability. An NRMCA member company must have been involved in supplying 

products or services to the project. Areas of excellence include advanced quality control, innova-

tive cements, supplementary cementitious materials, admixtures, aggregates, recycling methods, 

carbon capture and sequestration technologies, measurement tools or innovative designs that 

improve performance and sustainability. 

  

Nominate a project for the 2024 Concrete Innovations Awards at www.concreteinnovations.com/

awards.  Deadline for nominations is January 31st. 

 

2023 Concrete Innovations Webinars Now Available On-Demand  
 

The 2023 Concrete Innovations Webinar Series is now available 

at www.concreteinnovations.com/on-demand. The second year of the popular webinar series had 

nine new two-hour sessions with a total of 18 hours of continuing education this year. Topics 

ranging from novel uses of traditional materials to cutting-edge products and services emerging 

as revolutionary strategies for reducing concrete carbon footprint were featured, including: 

• Limestone Calcined Clay Cement (LC3) 

• Concrete Mix Optimization 

• Concrete Durability and Resilience 

• Innovative Cements 

• Carbon Reduction Strategies 

• Implementing Low Carbon Technologies 

 

The sessions were presented by world renowned researchers and practitioners. Recordings along 

with presentation downloads are available for each session. In addition, those seeking  

Professional Development Hours (PDHs) can download a certificate of completion after watching 

the recordings. 

 

 INDUSTRY NEWS 

https://www.concreteinnovations.com/so/97OnqnI5A/c?w=MoDf6PsUj0D5CGXblgrFajo_8gDynytH89NWY9lTSGs.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY29uY3JldGVpbm5vdmF0aW9ucy5jb20vYXdhcmRzIiwiciI6IjUwN2E5MmVhLTBkYjktNGU0NC05ZTIwLTQ5NmZkNGJjNDYyZCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6ImQwNWE4M2I5LWQ2Yz
https://www.concreteinnovations.com/so/97OnqnI5A/c?w=MoDf6PsUj0D5CGXblgrFajo_8gDynytH89NWY9lTSGs.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY29uY3JldGVpbm5vdmF0aW9ucy5jb20vYXdhcmRzIiwiciI6IjUwN2E5MmVhLTBkYjktNGU0NC05ZTIwLTQ5NmZkNGJjNDYyZCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6ImQwNWE4M2I5LWQ2Yz
https://selligenttier.naylorcampaigns.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTYzNjIyMyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9NjM2MjIzJmRhdGFiYXNlaWQ9NjM2MjIzJnNlcmlhbD0xNjg2NTQ0MSZlbWFpbGlkPWNzY2h3ZW5uQHRoZWthbW1lcmdyb3VwLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9MjU1OTYyOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0
https://selligenttier.naylorcampaigns.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTYzNjIyMyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9NjM2MjIzJmRhdGFiYXNlaWQ9NjM2MjIzJnNlcmlhbD0xNjg2NTQ0MSZlbWFpbGlkPWNzY2h3ZW5uQHRoZWthbW1lcmdyb3VwLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9MjU1OTYyOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0


8 

 INDUSTRY NEWS 
Concrete Advancement Foundation News 
 

MIT Concrete Sustainability Hub Update – The MIT Concrete Sustainability Hub’s research and 

tools have continued to be pivotal in demonstrating that concrete is the solution to many of  

society’s biggest challenges. Their research is helping the industry and country to advance  

toward carbon neutrality with resilient, safe, durable and affordable concrete construction. 

Learn more about the MIT CSHub’s current research agenda and latest activities at https://

cshub.mit.edu/. 
 

Skate4Concrete Program Takes Off – Unveiled in spring 2023, the Skate4Concrete  

program is a targeted recruitment strategy, connecting members of the skateboard community 

to concrete supply and concrete construction communities. Since its release, Skate4Concrete 

has taken off with many state associations getting teachers to implement the high school certifi-

cation in their classrooms, and others holding highly successful community relations events. 

Companies are using the videos and media kit to highlight job openings and the opportunities 

for careers in concrete.  Find out more at skate4concrete.com and look for a best practices 

manual in 2024. 
 

Transforming the Role of the Concrete Delivery Professional Executive Summary Now Available 

– This MIT-led research project is aimed at changing the way the industry recruits and retains 

concrete delivery professionals, as well as increasing productivity, by making data-driven  

decisions and leveraging new technologies. Get the Executive Summary of early findings here 

and look for a full research report in 2024. 
 

Revamped Concrete Delivery Professional Certification Released This Year – The completely  

revamped Concrete Delivery Professional (CDP) Certification program, funded by the Concrete 

Advancement Foundation, was unveiled earlier this year by the National Ready Mixed Concrete 

Association (NRMCA). The new, completely on-line certification program includes an interactive 

“gamification” format to appeal toward younger drivers. More information on the certification 

may be found here. 
 

Grant Opportunities Available to the Concrete Industry – As the Foundation has explored both 

public and private grant opportunities, it has become clear that several grants available may be 

attainable by companies in the broader concrete construction community. For more  

information, please contact Foundation Julia Garbini. 
 

Coming Down the Pike – Look for the following releases in the next three to six months: 

• Transforming the Role of the Concrete Delivery Professional, full report; 

• Building Insurance Study; 

• Rebar Spacing Report; and 

• Comparison of ICF v. Convention Construction Study.  
 

Donations to support the Concrete Advancement foundation may be made from a secure link 

on our Donate page where you can also find our Corporate and Individual Donor Lists. We  

appreciate your continued support!  

https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/Eto_VMgfpPYT2PEl3J4Ioo1BFppSGtPnTyRuny6cArg=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/Eto_VMgfpPYT2PEl3J4Ioo1BFppSGtPnTyRuny6cArg=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/Eto_VMgfpPYT2PEl3J4IoqzPQ8Vaqf6BUJSDusn2nPU=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/Eto_VMgfpPYT2PEl3J4IohH9ey45Y2r5m03RC--43hg=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/Eto_VMgfpPYT2PEl3J4Ioum7C0Dng9EYOzLuVQjptDM=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/Eto_VMgfpPYT2PEl3J4Ioum7C0Dng9EYOzLuVQjptDM=
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/F6eogHwiz764PMl9OYefuIZXaPr1Lnxm69_aipucDaI=
mailto:jgarbini@concreteadvancement.org
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/NubE4U_87fbN40SkP25byrbeWx6GdNgZ1A3QSJ-LQbA=/F6eogHwiz764PMl9OYefuJSHVykkplLKlL__sHGmPo0=
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 CIM INFORMATION 
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SAFETY INITIATIVE 
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 SAFETY INITIATIVE 
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Concrete -  How ideas Get built.  

Date Event Organization 
January 18-19 Technical Annual Workshop WRMCA 

January 23-25 World of Concrete WOC 

January 31 ACI Concrete Flatwork Certification WRMCA 

February 8 ACI Grade 1 Certification WRMCA 

February 15-16 WCPA Annual Workshop WCPA 

February 21 Meta’s Road to Net Zero: How Artificial Intelligence 
Can Be Leveraged by Project Teams to Scale Use of 

Low Carbon Concrete 

WRMCA 

February 29-March 1 OES Annual Workshop WRMCA 

March 5 369 Code ACI 

March 5-7 Annual Convention WRMCA 

March 13 Concrete Innovations - Pathways for Reducing Car- WRMCA 

March 18-21 NRMCA Annual Convention NRMCA 

March 24-28 ACI Concrete Convention ACI 

April 17 Change is  Constant, Concrete is Forever WRMCA 

May 8 History of Concrete - How It Started WRMCA 

June 12 Safe Rooms, Hardened Buildings for Storm  
Mitigation with FEMA 

WRMCA  

July 12 Annual Scholarship Golf Outing WRMCA 

July 10 Construction Tolerances for the Contractors Side WRMCA 

July 16 307 Chimney Code ACI 

August 3 Mixer Driver Championship WRMCA 

August 21 Healthy Buildings WRMCA 

September 11 FF/FL - How Can Contractors Plan for Better  WRMCA 

October 1 323 Code  ACI 

October 16 Electric Vehicles & Parking Structures WRMCA 

November 13 Recycled Aggregates in Concrete WRMCA 

WRMCA & Industry Events 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

https://www.facebook.com/Wisconsin-Ready-Mixed-Concrete-Association-433706510122481/?eid=ARA53TrNnzzWb3UJf6pcVUGEVdmfstpq8OL_ka0fK4U5ei0JzD1DrMWYBD8jokpPms_NrdXFCj4EhUll
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4280506/
https://www.youtube.com/user/wrmca1

